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SIR, 


o 


18 Arrrorrp liberality, artful candour, 
- © © and vindictive asperity, may be compatible with 
| Christianity: but they debase the philosophic, and 
disgust the judicious. Such, however, are the 
characteristics of your late celebrated replication 
to the Age of Reason: premises which merit the 
severest animadversion, and which alone entitle. 
your essay to the marked preference of being 
selected on this occasion from amongst the nu- 
] merous apologetical productions repeatedly 
5 ushered to the world in support of à lucrative 
scheme of salvation, the nefarious effects of 
which have at distant periods awakened 
F energy afld excited the honest detestation of t 
j philanthropic mind. Civility, erudition, and TRE 
argument, were to have been expected from the 
diligent, the popular opponent of the _ | 
1 © GIBBON, | "1 


In the very commencement of your: work, 3 100 
#low Mr. Palxx to have been * 


41931 


, 


and iincere; and yet esteem his performance ex- 


traordinary!/ This sentiment does not appear 
singular to me. To a Christian Minister, and 


especially to an Episcopalian, an indefatigable 
zeal, an undiminished confidence, and a disin- 


terested sincerity, employed in support of truth, 
is no doubt miraculous. The reason why you 
call his wisdom in question, is evident; nor can 
you have supposed that it would escape notice. 
It is because an energy of eentiment, a peripicuity of 
tile, and an aguteness of investigation, have been 
assiduously employed to lighten the load of 
human misery, and to expunge Priestcraft from 
the immensurable catalogue of odious imposi- 


tions, 


Tnoven in your estimation Mr. Painz's 
abilities have been perverted, you might have 


reserved your lamentations for another occasion, 
as they form at least a suspicious counterpart to 


the insidious wish of a pious assassin. The age 


of sacertlotal persecution is past: America and 
France are exempt from its merciless scourge; 
and Painx no longer dreads the ordeal of Chris- 


tian charity. 


Allow me, sir, in return to your 00 
codlfliment, to express my astonishment at what 
I deem to be extraordinary; and I shall simply 
confine * to the frantic i . persevering 


Stupidity, 


— 


by 
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stupidity, and unqualified malignity of the cluis- 
tian fathers, from Mercurius Trismegistus to the 
present day. I had even flattered myself with 
the secret approbation of the enlightened Bishop 
of Land>f: yes, sir, I have supposed that were 
your mind exempt from the seductive influence 
of a benefice, you would have coincided with me 
in opinion, that a system established upon hypo- 
thesis, unsupported by genius, and only made 
passable by the weakest malversations, merited 
contempt; while the calamitous condition of a 
deluded community demanded the exertions of 
an unintimidated zeal and disinterested n | 


; 


Tux first thing worthy remark, is your applies 
tion of Mr. Locks's opinion, or, if you please, 
definition, of Conscience. Though it be contrary, 
to the tenets of your own sect, and almost ge- 
nerally reprobated by every other, I shall not 
object to the position; but pity you for the 
necessity you have been under of stifling your 
own creed, in order to ayail yourself of that 
which bears a greater semblance to reason. Ad- 
mitting Conscience to be the creature of education, 
of the religion aue profess, of the quality of the civil 
government under which we live, or of the general 
manners of the age: what shall we infer, but that 
 TroMAs Paint, being an Englishman, having 
been educated and having lived the n es 

A 2 of 


. 


of kis life under the corrective efficiency of British 
polity, and having necessarily associated himself 


with Englishmen, must have a conscience at least 


as faithful as your own—as he has imbibed it 
under the influence of causes to which yours is 
imputable, and to which you have imputed the 
origin of this monitor. 


Tux conscience or rectitude of Mr. PaIxx, 
notwithstanding your sarcasms, is as perfect 2 
standard as yours, to any who from choice or 
necessity confide in the opinion of others. Those 
who exercise their judgment in discriminating 
between the consistency or incongruity of what 
are termed moral axioms, may distinguish the pro- 
perties of such axioms unaided by the innate or 
acquired conscience of others. If Mr. Lockrs 
doctrine should obtain, we shall be enabled to 
make a specific distinction between the consri- 
ence of an Englishman, a Frenchman, and an 
American; and, if we may be permitted to judge 
from recent conduct, that of Englishmen will be 
eit in the scale. 


7 Ir, as you say, © a thousand perpetrators of 
different crimes may all follow the dictates of 
conscience, and may at the real or supposed ap- 
proach of death remember with renewed satis- 
faction the worst of their transactions, and 
experience without dismay a conscientious trial 


of 
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of their principles,“ it is seriously to be wished 
that you may improve the same liberty at the rea? 
or upp approach of the king of terrors—when 
the heart-piercing cries of famished orphans, 
whose scanty pittance has been extorted to dis- 
charge a tythe, may assaif your ears—when you 
may recollect that the laborious husbandman has 
been compelled to tread the furrow beneath the 
intense rays of the meridian sun, or made to 
groan under the burden, borne away from his 
destitute family, to support a distinction which to 
you as a priest may be the nursery of ostentatious 
pre- eminence, but which to a man would be the 
source of shame. Still, sir, your conscientious qm 
Pærure will not operate as proof of the rectitude | 
and sincerity of pulpit professions, nor confirm 
the oranipotency of your apodixes, though it 
may serve to prove the incompetency of christian 
death-bed piety in establishing the validity of 
your raving faith, 


Ak we yet to be trammelled with the bling 
enthusiasm of our infatuated ancestors? Is their 
stupid and brutal fanaticism, their superstition, 
and their fury, to be contemplated as exemplary'? 
Forbid it, Reason! Much less are we to be di- 
rected” by those who may justly be regarded as 
the deluded victims of an arbitrary, sordid, and 
oppressive system. Has not the philosophy of 
he ancients been corrected by the 1 

A 3 
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of the moderns? Have not their unsalutary 
dogmas been gradually eradicated by the increas- 
ing light of cultivated reason ? And what are we 
not to expect from the progressive intelligence of 
mind? But let me grant your argument for a 
moment: let me suppose that learned and impartial 
men have unconditionally embraced the christian 
religion, as uskered to the world: what will it 
avail you? since it must also be conceded that 
many equally learned and impartial have abso- 
lutely disowned ir as fallacious, ' incompatible 
with the dignity of human nature, and derogatory 
to the acknowledged wisdom of the Creator. 


Wr will next proceed to an examination of 
what Mr. Paint denominates his moral evidence 


against the Bible, and which it is supposed calls in 


question the moral justice of the Deity. Mr. P. 
obgerves, that to charge the commission of afFs upon 
the Almighty, which in their own nature, and by 
every 1 ule of moral justice, are crimes, ſ as all assassi- 
Nation ir, and more especially the attatsinatian of 

infants ) is matter of serious concern. The Jews 
must have had a similar idea when they admitted 
into their decalogue this prohibition, Thow halt 
not kill. How astonishing is it then, sir, that you 
should undertake to palliate the Canaanitish mas- 
| acre, because the perpetrators of the crime have 
deemed it expe dient to say, or some one for 


n that they did it at the express command of 
Gop! 
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| . 
Gon]! If we could be even morally certain that 
Gop did ordain the commission of such outrage- 
ous brutality, in direct contravention of the law 
said to be given by him to Moses at Mount Sinai, 
there might be some ground for belief : but we 
are not to believe, merely because those blood- 
thirsty vagrants have thought proper to extenuate 


their enormities by such a amen 
b k 


From some sentiments in your Apology, it 
appears that you are willing to consider the Jew- 
ish nation as a r2pacious, impious, and fugitive 
horde, whose sanguinary fury burst the barriers 
of restraint—who, as greedy and unfeeling vipers, 
were but just before disgorged from the bosom 
of Egypt—and wha vaunted the peculiar favour 
of Heaven, while they subsisted at the expence of 
honour and innocence. To have made them the 
executors of God's vengeance, granting him to be 
vindictive, would have been to encourage their 
savage propensity, instead of — them 
with an abomination to vice. ts id 


- - Tra which Gop hath given, he has an incon- 

trovertible right to deprive us of. He unques+ 
tionabiy has the power. The mean most compa- 
tible with the attributes of omnipotency and 
clemency, we may consistently suppose would be 
preferred by him; and consequently infer, that a 
benevolent Deity could never have approbated 
an such 


* 


19. 

auch unparalleled and deliberate butchery, the 
propriety and necersity of which, you ultimately 
conclude, we cannot clearly apprehend. ” ® 
To suppose that those unhappy beings who 


have perished by earthquakes or have been con- 
sumed by conflagrations, starved by famine or 


destroyed by. pestilence, sweeped off by inunda- 


tions or sacrificed in war, are fallen victims to 
the unappeasable wrath of an avenging Gop, is 
to imagine that the laws of nature proceed from 
malice, destroying indiscriminately all animated 
nature. There is, sir, a vast distinction between 
physical and moral causes: the first proceed 
from necessity, the others may be produced hy 
mental turpitude. Admitting that the Deity be 


alike the author of the laws of nature and of the 


inherent vileness of the human heart, we must 
still distinguish between calamity and the inflic- 


tion imposed in vengeance of a crime. Recollect 
the words recorded of Ixsus CHRIS himself, and 


be ashamed of your argument.“ te 
Tr is easier to admit the possibility, than to in- 


fer from the nature of things the probability, 
or even the necessity, of a colloquial intercourse 
between the Creator and his creature. The re- 
servedness of this intercourse, as related in the 


bible, is not my ory reason for disbelieving it. 
# « 
Galileans, because they suffered such things? Or those eighteen 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and sle them, think ye that 
they were zinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?“ 


Tux 


Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the 
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which allowed a respite of 46 years betw&bn the. 


(iS 1 

Tae Supreme Being is said to have © celeffed 
ene family from an idolatrous world, and to have 
nursed it up by various acts of his kindness into a great 
nation.” I feel myself at liberty to confess that a 
family thus appropriated might have become a 
great nation: but that the descendants of AnRA“ 
HAM, the family alluded to, ever became great, 
requires proof superior to mere afhrmation ; for it 
is not to be deduced from their predatory incurs 
sions on the territory of those nations who bor- 
dered on the wilderness which afforded them 2 
forty years journey, nor from their hostile tenure 
of the land of Canaan for a short period of time. 
We collect, from their own records, that within 
the space of only eight centuries they were six 
different times severely punished and led into 
captivity by the neighbouring powers, whose 
anger they provoked by their cruelty and per- 
fidy : first, by the Messapotamians, 470 years 
after the vocation of ARAHAM; secondly, by the 
Moabites, 516 years from the same date thirdly, 
by the Canaanites, 596 years from the same date; 


fourthly, by the Midianites, 636 years from the 


same date; fifthly, by the Philistines and Amor- 
ites, 712 years from the same date; and, sixthly, 
by the Philistines, 786 years from the same date 3 
first and second captivity, 8 o between the socond 
and third, 30 between the third and fourth, 76 
between the fourth and fifth, and 74 between the 

fifth 


' 


1 

fifth and sixth. This, with their subsequent pu- 
nishment by Pralmanazar, Nebuchadnezzar, Anti- 
ochus, Hpiphanet, Idumean Herod, Vetpacian, Titus, 
and Adrian, demonstrate that they had but little 


pretension to superiority, notwithstanding the 


boasted splendour of the reigns of Davip and of 
SOLOMON, and of their savage prowess, displayed 
in the slaughter of a few scattered clans, whose 
weakness presented an opportunity of satiating 
the unprovoked revenge, and whose prosperity 
might awaken the jealousy or excite the avarice of 
those who have never experienced the blessings 
of a salutary and prudent policy, nor known the 
benefits/of liberality and confidence. | 


_ Tas literature of the Jews appears to have been 
limited. The little they had was obtained from 
the Egyptians; and even that little was monopo- 
lized by the prophet, the priest, and the scribe. 
If such were the peculiar people, who alone me- 
rited the superintendance of the Creator—and if 
a rational disinterested mind will point out to me 
che qualities which have so strongly recommended 


them to the partiality of à wise, powerful, and 


good Gop—T may credit the dialogue on Mount 
Sinai in preference to the Oracle at Delphos, the 
familiarity of Numa PomeiLivs with the goddess 
Ennis, the election of Mohauup, or the 
visions of Hers the brother of Pope Plus. 
Tov 
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Lo appear to be of AvsTiN's opinion, that 
de the evidence tubiab etabliches the genuineness of a 
profane book, would. establich that of a sacred one. 
This evidence you define to be, an opinion generally 
received. Setting aside the insufficiency of such 
kind of testimony to an enquiring mind, it may 
suffice to remark, that according te the importance 
of an object should be the accuracy of the evi- 
dence required. There is a marked distinction 
between the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment and the works of PLaTo and ArIsTOTLE 7 
the only similarity is, that both partake of a mix» 
ture of the didactic, dialectic, and narrative. The 
first, however, impose a belief of -preternatural 
things, and claim supernatural authority: the 
latter are limited to moral and physical testimony, 
within the bounds of the human capacity. 'The 
identical certainty of who is the author of a moral 
thesis, is unessential to its authenticity; since we 
are at perfect liberty, by the presumed permission 
even of the author, to appropriate or reject its 
doctrines as conformable or contradictory to the 
evidence of our senses, or the result of general 
experience. 8 


Tus Bible prohibits the use of reason, and in- 
eulcates implicit faith. We are not at liberty 
with respect to its doctrines to make the election 
e and therefore of right demand irre- 
; fragablg \ 
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fragable proof that those who impose 80 arbitra- 
rily are possessed of absolute and equivalent au- 
thority; to substantiate which, it appears to me 
necessary to prove that its authors were not con- 
cerned in the execution of such authority: for 
we discover in human nature a principle which 
will invalidate the assurances of any man in his 
own recital of transactions wherein his interest, 
reputation, or personal safety is concerned; which 
principle, when a :ompanied by an opportunity 
to impose without detection, and under a pròspect 
of aggrandisement, is inyariably tempted into 

operation, If, sir, it should be imagined that 
you have proved Moss to he the author of the 
works imputed to him, you will hence be necessi- 
tated to free him from the suspicion which under 
the force of this position is awakened against him, 
especially as his recitals are uncorroborated by any 
contemporary. It will also be necessary to de- 
monstrate, after allowing their works to be com- 
petent proof of such authority, that the recitals of 
their deedt were faithfully made by eye-witnesses, 
impartial spectators, men of gufficient discern- 
ment to gcrutinize the causes or motives of meas 
yu: 


Ir then, sir, the author of the Apr of Reason 
has on the fullest ground of at least probable tes- 
timony (and you have none preferable) evinced 
that Mozrs was not the author of the books im- 

| puted 
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puted to him, and that none of the other composi- 
tions characterized by the names of the sup- 
posed authors were written by those whose names 
they bear, he has accomplished his object. By 
proving that Moss, Josua, &c. were not the 
authors of the writings imputed to them, he con- 
firms this objection, that though, as books of tes- 
timony, they could not have been capable of 
fixing their contents as true, supposing them to 
have been penned by Moszs, JosHvA, &c. they 
must be still more inadequate to this end, if dis- 
covered to be written by nobody knows Vlc, nor 
when, nor where. | | 


Ir might be demönstrated from your own. 
work, if examined so minutely as you have Mr. 
= Paixz's, or so acutely as he has the Bible, that 
: the most powerful exertions of human intellect 
8 are defective. If, then, it can be shewn,' from 

the internal evidence of the Bible, that it has been 

compiled by various persons whose characters are 
unknown —or, when known, suspitious whose 
abilities have been inadequate, or when adequate 
pexverted, and of whom we know neither the 
time when, nor the situation in which they wrote, 
it must cease to be the standard of truth, and its 
genuineness and authenticity (qualities necessarily 
inseparable from records of testimony) are lost. 
The opportunity possessed by such compilers of 
a B suppressing 


'redtions to the Pentateuch, or other books? And 
4 3 ö f if 
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suppressing or amplifying, of embelliſhing or dis- 
torting important facts, of palliating enormities, 
and of reconciling contradictory recitals and ad- 
verse zentiments, as passion er prejudice miglit 
dictate, is sufficient to divest it of even the blinil 
confidence of the infatuated vulgar, and the sup- 


port of the enlightened. - 
Ir has been ceded, by several elaborate com- 


mentators, among whom ATHANas1Us and THs- 


ODORET are perhaps not the least respectable, and 
upon minute investigation it appears, that the 
names affixed to zeveral books were not affixed to 
designate that such books were written by those 
whose names they bear, but as giving an ac- 
count of their lives and transactions. This, 


then, is not the mere opinion of Hobbes, Pererius, 


Bpinoza, and Le Clerr, whose sentiments you have 


dared to mention, though unable to refute z and, 
therefore, meanly availed yourself of Le Clerc's 


-recantation in his dotage. You have yourself 


allowed that such things as happened after the 
death of Josnva have been inserted in the history 


by others to render it more complete. If you 


will allow such liberties to have been taken with 


the book supposed to have been written by 


Josnua, will you peremptorily deny that the 


game daring hands have not extended their cor- 
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if they had it in their power to add. from tradition 
or imperfe&t documents, they may have cur»: 
tailed, increased, or embelliahed from similar 


Ir has also been allowed by the Talmudists, 
that Marginal Notes, explanatory of the text 
when obscure or inaccurate, have occasionally 
been incorporated with the text; and names and 
terms have been as frequently altered from the 
same motives, or from the caprice and presump- 
tion of those through whose hands these books 
have successively passed. If such works had 
been acknowledged to be the word of Gon, the 
presumption of mankind at that early period 
could not have been such as to have led them to 
correct it, unless the y had the temerity to suppose 
Gop an unintelligent Being, 


Tocephus and Eurebius have declared, and no 
doubt from suſſicient documents, that among the 
ancient Hebrews it was unlawful for any but the 
Prophets, supposed to be inspired by Gop, to 
write history; a cireumstance which proves that 
Inspiration was monopolised among the leading 
members of that singular community. M. Sinem, 
in his Critical History of the Bible, bas also esta 
blished this fact; and in spite of Du PM and 


others, who have handled his reasons roughly, 


r stand incontrovertibly firm. The prophets 
B 2 | appear 


(. 16 ) 

appear to have been scribes, who recorded the 
most important circumstances which occurred 
within the sphere of their observation. In order 

to impose on the credulous gaping crowd as the 
word of Gop, the crude suggestions or ambitious 

views of aspiring leaders, they epitomized the 
glaning of their records, and put it into the N 
hands of their leaders, who, conſcious of the 1 
weakness and extreme ignorance of the multi- 
tude, promulged it as a revelation from Gop; | 
and, under the sanction of such marvellous wis- 
dom, declared themselves the Inspired of Gop. 
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Bur it would by useless to waste much time in I 
tncelbing the pious roguery of Kings and Priests, * 
with their retinue of passive dependents. I shall | 
therefore proceed to an argument which will have 
its agency in confirming what I have asserted of 
the Bible compilers. 


„ OE N 


5 Ar must be recollected that one of the books 

(it is not known which) of the Pentateuch was 
rst discovered in the Temple” at Jerusalem by 
one HILXTAR, a priest, in the reign of Fociah, 850 
years after the time of Motec, 641 years before 
the birth of CHRIST, and 174 years before any 

, collections of those curious books were made by 
Ezra, This may serve to shew that they were 
little in use: and that their total destruction at the 


* of — which took Pe only 39 
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6 
years prior to this fortuitous discovery by Hilkiah 


the great - grandfather of Ezra, was 80 nearly 


compleated, that their confused and mutilated 
condition rendered a revisal of them necessary to 
preserve them from oblivion. Before the book 
discovered by Hilkizh could be received, a pro- 
phetess by the name of HULKan (a holy maide of 
Kent ) was consulted: she determined its fate; 
and, in the paroxysm of inspiration, rr 
the ruin of Jerusalem. 


Tuis Ezra says for himself, that he was a ready. 
geribe of the law of Moses ; and that 'Artawerxes 
stiled him, a scribe of the law of the God of bea uon, 
even a scribe of the words of the «emmendinents of the: 
Lord, and of his statutes to I5rael. To him, assisteck 
by Nehemiah the historian, and Malachi a minor 
prophet, is ascribed the collection of the'books 
which now compose the Bible; which eotte tion 
was not completed till three centuries after the 
captivity of Mannatieb. Ezra appears to have 
been in sole possession of these records, Handed 
down to him from his great-grandſather Hilkiah; 
and, being 2 ready seribe, he undertook 46 u. 
range, digest, and correct at pleususe, Ie t 
not probable, sir, that this priest Has affe the 
names to these books, upon the prineiple I h 
mentioned ? If they had not beem in à confuned 
and mutilated condition, there would have-been 


nnen 
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they were in such a state, it must have been mo- 
rally impossible for him to have discovered their 


authors; or he may have thought the name of 


the hero more essential to the celebrity of the 
book than the name of its author. The pride of 
Exra, under the ordinary maſk of piety, readily 
ascribed the completion of his labours to the in- 
spiration of a god. His character appears to me 
greatly similar to that of TRIHNIAN, who, with 
the assistance of others, compiled the Justinian 
Code; and who, after having extracted the pith 
and marrow from the writings of the greatest ci- 
vilians, consigned their works to unmerited obli- 
vion, perhaps because their rigid virtue and austere 
maxims of justice were no longer compatible with 
the new gyotem' 'of manners. 


LY 


. Jewieh code, chus compiled Kum the con- 
fused mass of prophetic records, was published 
and expounded by its legislator to the surround- 


ing and submissive crowd, in the same manner ; 


that the Juſtinian code was uttered at solemn 


festivals and at the doors of churches. | It is 


worthy of remark, that the same process which 
has ever been observed in forming a profane code 
or digest of profane law, was observed in the di- 
gest of: what is termed, by obdurate blasphemy, 
he law of GoD. Now, sir, let me ask you where 
We are to obtain sufficient vouchers for the pro- 
iy of this seribe? Neither his wn declarations 


deck ne FA nor 
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nor those of his accomplices are to be regarded. 
If the probity of this man is not clearly substan- 
tiated, what latitude of conjecture does- not fol- 
low ? If the character has been omitted, if even. 
the names of the authors of those records are left 
doubtful, on what basis are we to rest our en- 
quiry? on what ground establish our belief? 


I uus, however, follow you through the path- 
less desart in which you have wandered, inebri- 
ated by the sacred spirit of the opus maximus, 
catching at every twig for support, while pious 
venom flashes from your eyes, and priestly malice 
snarls at placid truth. 


Tux affirmative evidence you have selected, to 
prove Mosxs the author of the books ascribed to 
him, amounts to nothing superior to assertion. 1 
am pertuaded that you could wish your own as- 
sertions to be received as competent testimony in 


- this case. Perhaps we might as well acknowledge 


them as thoſe of Rabbi Maimonides ; who, if my 
recollection serves, has urged what you have cited 
from him in his Sephor Hanmissoth, which he 
wrote in the latter end of the twelfth century. 
Nor can I consider the following words, quoted 
from Exodus and Deuteronomy, as affirmative 
evidence, viz. „ More ⁊urote ali the words of the 
Lerd, and tcok the beck of the covendnt and read it in 
. 15 audience of 8. . Aud rt came to Patt 1 
1,» + Mee. 
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Notes had made an end of writing the 2v:rds of rhe 


law in a bool, until they were finished, that Moes 
commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the co- 
venant of the Lord, gaying, Take the book of the lazy, 
and put it in the Side of the ark of the covenant of the 


Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness 


against . lt savours too much of the dition 
of Ezra. To say that Moses took the bot of the 
covenant, and read it in the audience of the people, may 
have been inserted by this Ezra as a sanction to 


the same proceeding at the river Ahava. Until 
they avere finiched, you think, signifies the finishing 


of a laborious work. Why may it not signify 
that he quitted writing when the Loxp ceased 
speaking the law? This Lorp, it appears, had 
more trouble with the Jewish ritual than with the 
whole ereation; which was made with less cere- 
mony and fewer words. If he rested a whole day 
after dehvering the few powerful sentences con- 
tained in Genesis, he ought to have reposed a 
whole year after repeating the singular, brutal, 
and obscene code contained in Leviticus. The 
law, it is said, was kept in the ark of the covenant 
according to this direction: what may not have 
been its fate, when this ark, this monument of su- 
perstivion, fell into the hands of the | LEE 
who carried it about for a shew ? 


| "You conclude, very logically, FR this SUM» 
mary of affirmative evidence, that if the weak and 
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unsupported as8ertions of two obscure Jews, with 
Juvenal and the Bible, cannot convince Thomas 
PaiNE, your own will be equally unavailing. You- 
may be a necromancer: but it will be unnecessary 
for you to raise Samuel. I can inform you that 
hcnest Tom Paine has too much knowledge of hu- 
man nature to conſide in the asseveratiens even 


of a Lexite. 


Vov 0 that the Jews had records—[thoss 
records, according. to Fagephus, were, as before 
observed „in the hands of the prophets and in- 
sinuate, that though the books of the Pentateuch 
may not be written by Moses, yet, being written 
by those who had acceſs to these records, they 
mayastill be authentic, though not genuine. A 
book which is not genuine, may or may not be 
true: as well may a book, though genuine, be 
false orimperfett i in its narrative, When its re- 
citals are clear, connected, and natural, a pre- 
sumption is raised in its fayour: but when con- 
fused, obscure, unnatural, and consequently irra- 
tional, a presumption of equal force may be raised 
against it. That the five books imputed to Moses 
(indeed the whole Bible) are of the latter desctip- 
tion, Mr. Pax in his Age of Rraton has too fully 
proved to render any comments of the same kind 
e To me. ; 


: CouLy. it Jave been id that a person * | 
your 
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Moes had made an end of writing the 2wrds of rhe 
lau in a book, until they were finished, that Moser 


commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the co- 
venant of the Lord, saying, Take the book of the luxy, 
and put it in the tide of the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness 
against . It savours too much of the dition 
of. Ezra. To say that Moses root the bot of the 
covenant, and read it in the audience of the people, may 
have been inserted by this Ezra as a sanction to 
the same proceeding at the river Ahava. Until 
they. were finished, you think, signĩ fies the finishing 
of a laborious work. Why may it not signify 
that he quitted writing when the Lonxp ceased 
speaking the law? This Lorp, it appears, had 
more trouble with the Jewish ritual than with the 
whole ereation; which was made with less cere- 
mony and fewer words. If he rested a whole day 
after dehvering the few powerful sentences con- 
tained in Genesis, he ought to have reposed a 
whole year after repeating the singular, brutal, 
and obscene code contained in Leviticus. The 
law, it is said, was kept in the ark of the covenant 
according to this direction: what may not have 
deen its fate, when this ark, this monument of su- 
perstition,. fell into the hands of the r 
who carried it about for a shew? | 


' You conclude, very logically, after this gum» 
mary of aſirmative evidence, that if the weak and 
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unsupported assertions of two obscure Jews, with 
Juvenal and the Bible, cannot convince Thomas: 
PaiNE, your own will be equally unavailing. You 
may be a necromancer: but it will be unnecessary 
for you to raise Samuel. I can inform you that 
henest Tom Paine has too much knowledge of hu- 
man nature to conſide in the asseveratiens even 


of a Leyite. 


| You confess that the Jews had records I those 
records, according to Jotephus, were, as before 
observed, in the hands of the prophets and in- 
sinuate, that though the books of the Pentateuch 
may not be written by Moses, yet, being written 
by those who had acceſs to these records, they 
maysstill be authentic, though not genuine. A 
book which | is not genuine, may or may not be 
true: as. well may a book, though genuine, be 
false or imperfect in its narrative. When its re- 
citals are clear, connected, and patural, a pre- 
sumption is raised in its fayour : but when con- 
fused, obscure, unnatural, and consequently irra- 
tional, a presumption of equal force may be raised 
against it. That the five books imputed to Moges 
(indeed the whole Bible) are of the latter desctip- 
tion, Mr. PAIxx in his Age of Renton has too fully 
proved to render any comments of the same kind ; 
u from me. , 


: Coup it have been imagined. that a person of 
| | your 
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information would have urged the illiterate at- 
tempts of those obscure bigots who have weakly 
endeavoured to invalidate the elegant, accurate, 
and impartial historian ? But the cautious lacon- 
iam with which you introduce your observation 
on this head, apprizes'me that you secretly ac- 
knowledge them the offspring of christian zeal, 
for which such authorities are too weighty. After 
mutilating or destroying whatever Piety could lay 
its hands on, it was thought sufficient to traduce 


the residue of 8uch works as testified against them. 


Such attempts were rightly consigned to oblivion 
without much regret. 


Tur Author ef the Age of Reacon thinks it im- 
possible for these books to have been written by 
Moter, because they are written in the third per- 
son: you, on the other hand, contend that they 
may have been written by Moser, because Zeno- 
phon, Jeuepbus, and Cæcar have spoken of them- 
selves in the third person. This inference is 
more plausible than just; it is by no means con- 
tlusive. The vanity of a Greek, the presumption 
of a Jew, and the over- bearing ostentation of an 
imperious Roman, are incompatible with the 
sanctity, moderation, and fidelity of one who 
could be entrusted with the counsels and invested 
with the authority of Infinite Wisdom. Ambi- 
guity and allegory are inconsistent with the voice 
* an intelligent and bene ficent Being; uni- 
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vocal and precise terms only, accord with the pre« 
cepts of the Oracle of Truth. th 


Tnar which may be probable to the prejudiced 
mind, may be regarded as inconsistent and im- 


probable by the disinterested enquirer after truth. 
Is it probable, sir, that the laws of Gop should be 
submitted to the emendation of man? A power 
to alter, to add, or annul any ordinance, must be 
equal to that which enacted it, or such alteration, 
addition, or abrogation is a mere nullity in itself. 
If Mazes was invested with such excessive power, 
it would have superceded the necessity of being 
dictated to by a similar power, 


| You have hinted at the diversity of opinion 
among the learned concerning the origin of . the 


Sabbath. That a great diversity of sentiment has 
always existed on this subject, is fact. It is a 
fact, also, that nothing certain has resulted from 
their researches. It is your opinion, however, 
that the memory of the creation was handed down 
from Adam to all his pottery, and that the geventh 


day was for a long time held tacred by all nations.” 


My opinion is, that if the Deity bad thought the 
observance of this day essential to his scheme of 
creation, he would have ordained it by a law as 
positive and invariable as any law in nature, and 


not have conteiited himself with publishing it to 


a band of fugitives in the secret recesses of a soli- 
| | tary 
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«tary desart. Is it plausible, sir, that he would 

.. thave enjoined the day of his repose to be held sa- 

© *ered, when, according to the Bible, he has been 

: e from all eternity till about 5800 years ago, 

| 64; * Fapd then confined his omnipotence to the creation 
. ibis little globe, with its little insects? 


L * 


3 | vida that the law for the observance of 
oY Wo a Sabbath was dictated by the Deity to Motec, 
| 45 „26 recorded in Exodus xx. 9—11; allowing, also, 
che expedieney of a second injunction of it on the 
part of Moses; why would he omit the reasons 
assigned him by the Deity, and urge those drawn 
from their return out of Egypt as preferable : ? 
Could I persuade myself that Moses, in the cha- 
racter given of him in the Bible, did publish this 
law as stated in Exodus, and afterwards enjoined 
the keeping of the sabbath for the reason stated 
in Deuteronomy, it might induce a belief that the 
trick at Mount Sinai was suspected by his follow- 
ers, And that the command then imposed began 
to be treated with contempt. - Moves, perhaps, 
fearful of repeating it, though tenacious of the 
day on account of the priestly emoluments and 
distinctions already accruing. from it, thought 
best to exert his art, and avail himself of the lat- 
ter reason as most popular and impressive. 


Tux austere severity of the Romans, the unna- 
NO: and inhuman sacrifices of the Carthagini- 
| ans, 


(2s) 


ans, and the savage neglect of the Aborigings.of 
America toward their offspring, cannot mitigate 
the enormities practised by Gop's peculiar people 
on their unhappy progeny, To pretend that 
Moes, in the law mentioned in Deuteronomy, 
hindered such an extravagant power from being 
either exercised or introduced among the ieraalr | 
ites, is a mere pretext, These are the words: 


“ If a man have a stubborn and rebellious ſon, why 

will nat obey the ueice of his father, or the woice ꝙ his 
mother, and that when they have chaxtized bim æuili 
not hearken unto them ; then thall his father and hi 
mother lay bald on him, and bring him out unto the 
elders of his city, and before the gate of his place z an 
they chall ay unte the elders of his city, This our gen is 
atubborn and rebellious ; he, will nat obey our voice: 
he is a glutton and a drunkard. And all the n of 
the city Hall lone him with stongs that be die, 


| To have their child punished for being 8 
and rebellious, they must accuse him of gluttony 
and drunkenness! By thus putting a lie into the 
mouth of the inhuman parent, he aimed It grati- 
fying their 'ferocity ratker than of bridling their 
madness. But, among 3 people who do away the 
guilt of innocent blood by washing tlibir hands over 
the body of a dead heifer, such horrid massacre 
was trifling. While the blood of innocent thou- 
sands, wputeres] in the name of a partial and jea- 
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lous Divinity, amoked around them, the avenues 
to their detestable altars were distained with kin- 
dred*gore. The duplicity and rancour of a Laud 
are alone competent to the justification of crimes 
which would make a common tyrant blush, and 
ought to draw the tear of sensibility from the 
proud and obdurate heart of a rapacious priest, 
who des ends to the most execrable blasphemy to 
perpetuate the nefarious traffic of souls. 


'T8H4rL offer but little on the subject of Tythes 
—an imposition which an honest mind will never 
contemplate without experiencing an unutterable 
glow of indignation. It exhibits the gloomy and 
tasselated shades of abasement and depravity, ori- 
ginated by despotism, promoted by false theo- 
logy, ratified by knaves, and gubmitted to by 

Bor if Painz has offended—if he has raised 
the bluch of infamy, and provoked the execration 
of implicated imposture hat may not I antici- 
pate, when, daring to publish truths inimical to 
the tranquility of those whose interest it is to de- 
|  *eeive, I openly appeal to the past and the present 

for its confirmation? + Candour and .sincerity 
neither dread the denunciation of hypocrisy, nor 
fear the frown of deluded — . 


Wr its frst.i impressions, my mind received a 


ain idea of the venality, indolence, and rapacity 
| of 


( 39 ) 


of the clergy. Maturer years have afforded me 
opportunity of observation; and I find my pri- 
| mitive idea of this order confirmed by experience 
and the ample testimony of ancient and modern 
history. I have appealed to their own records: 
even from them I learned that Priestcraft has 
ever been the productive source of the most no- 
torious enormities-—subduing the mind by palpa- 
ble forgeries—assimilating religion with domestic 
concerns, to attain an ascendancy which might 
lead to the gratification of its avarice or serve as - 
douceur to its pride—fulminating from the pul- 
pit the most awful imprecations against thosewho 
oppose reason and justice to its absurd or villain- 
ous pretensions —aggravating bigotry, to feed the 
flame of fanaticism— opening the gates of heaven 
at pleasure, or in proportion to the proferred lar - 
gess; and the flood- gates of devastation, falshoad, 
and injustice, upon innocence and virtue im- 


. poging the delirium of the senses as the mysteries 


_ of heaven command ing, in the name of God, treaton, 
— attatrinatian, and parricid.—sharpenin 8 the 
poignard of the midnight assassin and giving 
energy to the wearied arm of. the flinty-hearted 
executioner. You, sir, must know the horrid. 
effects of its frantic fury and insatiate vengeance 
in the 11th, 12th, and 15th centuries: The annals 
of your own nation are stained with the blood of 
innocent thousands, impaled at the stake, roasted 


don the gridiron, beheaded on the scaffold, or 


2 C2 butchered 


| Cy 

butchered in a dungeon. These are the blessed 
effects of à religion revealed from heaven in thun- 
der from Mount Sinai, and through the blood of 
the Eamb of Gon on the crovs at Calvary. - Blas- 
phemous and unreasonable men ! why impute to 
the Deity the outrageous and brutal acts of ambi- 
tion, of sordid*avarice, and or the fetocity of 
1 vengeatice? | 


- 266 Ae is worthy of hi jew 8 is 
wand, a man's own as his labour "and ingenuity.” 
"This is well enough, sir. But suppose me to be 
the minion of despotism, ingeniously striving to 
support a system which I know to be corrupt, 


Pernicioue, and absurd, merely because I perceive 


that the zources of emolument and preferment are 
not to be zustained independent of such appen- 
age ; what opinion ought to be entertained of 


mei Perhaps the same I harbour of those who 
obey the impulse of interest to the disparagement 
of moral honesty and the true happiness of the 


community: The merit of a reward depends on 
dhe quality of the act to be compensated. If 


- &ythes are to be justified because tyrants have ex- 


acted them, or because credulity and abject ignos 


_ ranee; have /acquicsced in the imposition, every 


outrnge bit society, every practicable enormity, 
may: be. confirmed by the power of example, and 
the:vague authority of precedents; - Many a son 
has.become a-beggar because his father has been 
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a saint, and dedicated to à priest what he should 
have bequeathed to his offspring. The kingdom 
of heaven is promised to the poor ne" e 
e! with priests! 


lr it be admitted that the 1 of a 
Deluge be true; let it also be acknowledged that 
« the , Asggrians, the Elamites, the Lydians, the 
Mader, the Tomians, and the Thraciang, were the 
descendants of Auur, and Elam, and Lud, and 


Medea, and Javan, and Tires, the grandsons of 


Noah,” (which, by the bye, is not so fully proved 
as you insinuate) what is the conelusion that you 
draw from it? Why, that the Bible cannot there- 
Fore be a 5y5tem of fables! The Bible does contain 


ome facts: those facts, though distorted when 


they occur, axe merely historical; and facts mere- 
Jy historical cannot be construed into the won f 
-Gop, The bistories of most of these nations ware 
known to the Jewish-leadezs,,and:to Hare at the 
time he wrote the Jewish Jaw in Chalgean!! 
It is no wonder, then, that they blended the 
fabled progenitors af other nations ith the branch 
from which they descended. Such eircumstances 
Battered the vanity of the chosen. band; {Would 
the prescribed limits of this essay Ajlow i 


V. 
me, 
would prove to you the insuſſiciency of your = 


The Bible chrondlogy is not admitted- We do 
3124 ITY made the world: 3 but we con- 
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sider the account of this creation, as related in 
Genesis, inconsistent. That the human race has 
sprung from a solitary pair, placed in the garden 
of Eden, is not established by sufficient proof, nor 
granted on the principle of necessity. That all 
mankind, except Neah and his family, were 
drowned at the deluge, is equally suppositious and 
improbable ; and, notwithstanding the learned 
disquisitions of Grotius, the deductions drawn 
from his discoveries, assertions, and Fonjecturey, 
are still hypothetical. 


Yoo now again introduce the massacre of the 
Canaanites; and though you confess that all good 
men look upon war with extreme abhorrence, be- 
cause of its'calamitous and afflicting consequences 
——as a measure shocking to human nature, and 
repugnant to reason —yet you still insist on the 
expediency of an express act of Providence in de- 
stroying an entire nation, without regard to age, 
sex, or condition; and without discriminating be- 
tween the innocent and the guilty, the virtuous 
and the vicious. For my own part, I shall never 
believe that man is more averse from moral evil 
than the Deity. Whatever the occult laws of 
moral or physical necessity may enjoin, may be 
 accomplighed without the absurd- indulgence of the 
michievous propensities which exist in human 
nature. To jmagine the massacre of the Canaan- 


ites an veefyl lesson to pogterity, is to suppose 
that 


(„ 


that human butchery has not yet attained to suffi- 
cient perfection; and that the trade of the com- 
bined despots of Europe, sanctioned by the ware 
of the Lord (Numbersxxi. 14), is calculated to in- 
culcate benevolence and all the benefits of the are 
_ cardinal virtues. 


But you may as reasonably impute cruelty jo. 
murder to a judge of the land, in condemning criminals 
ta death, as butchery and mazsacre to Moxes in execut- 
ing the command of God.” | 


Tr society haye a right to deprive a man of 
his life, is in the first place questionable. But a 
judge, wha condemns a criminal by virtue of his 
office, does not determine the guilt of the crimi- 
nal, nor is he left to dispose of him according to 
the caprice of his own judgment: the jury deter- 
mine the fact the laws inflict the punishment— 
those laws are printed and published they are 
within the reach of every indiridual and he who 
knows and acts in contravention of them, acts at 
his pexil.. 8 8 0780 


a Hay "Ta any determinate statutes, by virtue 
of which he could judge the Canaanites? Is it 
said that he advised the Canaanites of those sta- 
tutes ? No, sir, he disregarded all forms of Jus 
tice; and, obeying the dictates of an avenging 
hielt, he causes his satellites to rush upon them, 
22 | AVI] e113 SEO TR 0 0 
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murder and to plunder. Is this justice? Is this 
judicial? What was the crime imputed to the 
Canaanites? Was it any thing more than an error 
in judgment? Gop had-gever couversed with 
them; he had not given them a Levitical code; 
and how were they to know that they offended 
him? If ignorance of Jewish laws merited 
death, it is matter of surprize that Gop's people 


escaped themselves; for they either did notknow; 


or (What is worse) n in direct ene to 
them. 


Bor the Midianites must also be punished, be- 
cause their women, either through fear or lewd 
propensity, prostituted themselves to the lascivi- 
bus Israelites. O Moves, Murer! after Gop had 
made you, the christrans might have epared them- 
selves the trouble of making another devil. Be- 
cause a poor serpent gave mother Eve an apple, 
Atam and all his posterity, even the poor serpent, 
unconscious of evil (for evil was not then in be- 
ing), and the earth itself, were cursed. But a 
curse, of all curses the greatest, rested on poor 
weak women, whom the Bible does not allow to 
have a soul superior to the soul of a brute. This 

Kurse was, BY her dedire Should be towards her 
'  ucband! Some modern husbands would call this 
A blessing; unless it means that women should 
be ungovernably salacious. If, then, the unfo 

* Midianitish females, being under the fol 
energy 
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energy of this curse, prostituted themselves td 


their paramours, were they to be punished bes 
cause they submitted to their punishment ? But 
the misery was not confined. to them: their hug- 


bands and their little ones, excepting the virgins; 


were also immolated ; though, only two hundred 


years afterwards, we find the posterity of these 
men led captive into Medea. If all the men of 
Medea were put to the sword, I wisk you to in- 


form from whence those conquerors came? 


Iro what extravagance does not your zeal for 


christianity bring you] At one time, the dashing 
but of a child's brains against the wall is attributed 


to the wrath of Divine Justice; in the next, the 


butchery of men, women, and children, in the 
most crꝑel, deliberate, and unfeeling manner pos- 


| sible, and the reservation of virgins to gratify the 
lust of a libidinous gang, is is attributed to a mixture 


of policy and mercy ! It was policy! a barbarous and 


outrageous policy, a Jewich mercy, to destroy 


prattling inoffensive babes, from an apprehension 
that they might become the avengers of the blood 


. of their parents, and of the mutilated chastity of 
their sisters. What cowardly W we ' 


To what, sir, shall we axtribe the aper; with | | 
which you treat Mr. Palxx under this head? Does 


it touch your character as a priest? Recollect 


the cupidity of priests is proverbial. Virginity 


has 


* 
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has its temptations, sir; and the luscious stile of 
the Bible shews that the Jews yielded a more 
ready assent to the counsels of the Cyprian god- 
dess than to the laws of their Lox bp. You de- 
mand proof. If you believe as firmly in the 
sacred text as you pretend, that must be ample 
data; and Paine's conclusions are no more than 
fairly drawn from sound premises, with which if 
you are a logician you ought to be content. 


Torn your attention once more to this chapter 
in Numbers, in which this brutality is detailed, & 

you will observe that the Loxp commands Moe: 
to avenge the Children of Israel, and Martes com- 
mands the Children of Israel to avenge the Lon. 
This appears complimentary: but you will say 
that it was en pactant, from the Ay which 
1 en between them. | . 


Tux plague brought upon tlie congregation, 1 
am inclined to believe, was of a nature different 
from that which it is generally supposed to have 
been; and I ground my conjecture on Leviticus 
xv. 32. „ This ts the law of him that hath 4 an issue, 
and of him whose reed goeth from him and is defiled 
therewith, c. and of him that lieth with her that is 
unclean,” This law indicates the existence of a 
venereal distemper among the Jews, originated 
by excessive venery in a sultry climate; and, as 
We read about their gaing a whoring after devils, it. 

111 may 
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may have been generated by this illicit intercourse, 
Let this conjecture have its due weight, and the 
matter of Peor may be easily accounted for. The 
Midianites may have been more subject to such 
distempers than the Israelites; and, mixing a 
little “ policy” with © merey,” they may have sent 
out their infected women among their enemies, to 
communicate this germ of mortality. Revenge 
was the legitimate offspring of sueh conduct; 
and, in a man of Motess temperament, the se- 
vere infliction of it was a matter of course. In 
such a case it might have been better had he left 
the name of Gop out of the question. 


THe bed of Og I shall leave between you and 
Mr. Paint: but when you are necessitated to 
have recourse to the assertions of Egyptian priests 
to support. a sinking system, though those asser- 
tions have been detailed by a credulous historian, 
I must take the liberty of informing you that such 
attempts are better calculated to excite compassion 
than to produce conviction. When the mind is 
prepared to credit an extravagant deviation from 
the established laws of nature, merely to promote 
the progress of moral evil among a lawless ban- 
ditti, i it is then qualified to believe in the christian 
scheme. Because reference is had i in the book of 
Forhua to the Pentateuch, you readily infer that 
there must have been a book existing at that time 


called the wordgf Gol. What are we to zuppose 
when 
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when it is said, . Forhug wrote there words in the 

la God,” but that this law of Go was open to 
the pen of any Presumptuous| y- inspired scribbler 
whose vanity might incite bim to pass his own 
gentimenty as the sentiments of a god ? If these 
books existed so long before the time of Ezra, it 
is evidence to me that they may have been thug 
aka 


I HALL not waste my time in commenting on 
what you have observed in opposition to Mr. P.'s 
remarks on the bundling story and easy virtue of 
Mrs. Rur; it is of a piece with the 15th and 
23d of Ezekiel, You do not afford the book of 
Ruth the shadow of support; but pass on to quo- 
tations from Law, Autin, & c. and conjure them 
into a supplication to Mr. Paixgꝝ to become a 

Christian. A futile attempt 
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| ITis impossible, you say, for writers to give a 
stronger evidence of their veracity than by refer- 
ing their readers to bboks from which they have 
extracted the materials of their history. At the 
present period all books are printed, and within 
the reach of every one. Your doctrine, then, as 
to modern authors, is good: but when we recol- 
lect chat the testimonials referred to by the bible- 
compilers were written in ſew copies, on coarse 
and defectiye materials —and that those copies 
ih in the Pornerieh 1 of the Prophecy the 27 
an 
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and subordinatè amanuenses, who were collu- 
sively united in one common interest we con- 
stantly doubt the veracity of such references. The 


destruction of these books forms an additional 


ground of suspicion. What is become of the 
Book of the Battles of the Logxp, mentioned in 
Numbers xxi. 24—the Book of the Covenant, 
mentioned in Exodus xxiv. I the Book of J. 
ther, mentioned in Joshua x. 13, and in 1 S8amuel 
ji. 18 the Books of Nathan, Gad, Sbemaiab, alda, 
Abijah, and Jebu, so frequently cited in the Chro- 
nicles of the acts of the kings of Israel the Book 
of Samuel the Seer, cited in 1 Chronicles X Nx. 


29 che Book of Hoea, 2 Chronicles Xx. 19— 


the History of Uzziah, by Iraiah, 2 Chron; xxvi. | 


22—the 3000 Parables by Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 34 
the 50909 or 1005 Songs, and à number of 05 
jumes on Plants and Alämals, by Sclomon, ibid 
the Desctiptions of Jeremiah, 'Maccabees H. 1 


the Prophecies of Jonas, suppobed tb be N 


Memoirs of Johan Hircanui-thè Bock of Jani 
—and a number of others? These suppose to 
haye been r. authorities aiſted by. Ezra, 
and purpose! 2 destroyed by him, or else burnt 
and torn. t. to pieces by Antiochus and his ministers; 3 
the fragments of which, together with the the rem+ 
nants of the Prophetic records he received di from 
N  #fforded him the materials on & ich "he 
e che confus e be rransmitted 
0 us. 


Trovcy 
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(tw) 
Tuoven the author of the Age of Raden has 
admitted the books of ara and Nebeminh to be 
genuine, their authenticity is not, by your own 
rule, thereby allowed; Those books bear the best 
assurances of their own genuineness 1 they are 
merely historical, and what is probable in their 
narrative we may believe. But how they came ta 
be placed so far before the other books, which 
are-8aid to have been. written long before them, I 
am not informed. This I know, that such ar- 
rangement has a tendency to increase mo 
| an too predaminaur, i SA 6:71 


24 CANNOT follow you and Mr. Paxe through 
all the minutiz in which you are involved; I shall 
theref ore avoid saying any thing on several books 
- which have been commented on in the contro- 
versy between you, They will meet à more full 
exposition in a work which I am about to under- 
take. A few remarks on the Pealms and the 
book of Isalah will conclude dint e be neces · 
bar on this occasion, N 


I Aburr that most ef the Wing are Wy" 
| | piliresque, and sublime. They breathe a aka 
of piety ztrietly according with the spirit' of the 
times, © They are by several commentators im- 
puted to Adam, lerer, David, (who, Theadorer 
says, wrote next to Mauer) to Fedithon, Ethon, to 
the ors of e * of Karl, and to 


7 A 
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a number of others. Who these men were, or 
what they were, we are not informed. To me, 
however, those compositions appear to be of the 


same species with what PRTIR Pixpin stiles 
1% John Weleys Sweet damiatron. bymas.” C52 2 


Tak 4 
1 Au feartu! ol extending this letter frond the 
limits of my original design: but I cannot forbeay 
offering a few remarks on your doctrines respect- 
ing che evil spirit © u in bs beginning of tims had 
pate Birktelf,” and who till continues to oppoe hima 
velf, to the supreme Source of all god.” Both chris- 
tians and deists agree that Gop is oninipotent, 
existing from all eternity z. and that nothing can 
Frist but by his will. The. existence, of an 2 
5pirit, opposed to the aupreme Source of all good, 


Algues the existence of a principle or being dis- 


tin& from and independent of the Deity, which 
bers aside the attribute 0 o t 


0 94 
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"Wet know of no cirative power but the Great pf 


' First Cause j which, from the harmony, design, 
and wisdom displayed in creation, we conclude to 
be one and indivisible. We must then suppose 
that an evil spirit, if it oxidts,: Was created by this 
First Cause subordinate to its will, and incapable 
of opposition, or motive in counteracting the will 
of its Creator. If the object of creation was 4 
display of infinite \wiedom, power, and. benevo- 
518 where was the vecesity of aft « evil agent 
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to mar and torment his creatures, in violation of 
the; principle of benevolenee? And af 3 simple 
agent has the power of subverting the designs of 
the Deity, where is the attribute of omnipotence ? 
If Gop Almighty, in the person of Jerur, was 
tempted by the devil, he should not have con- 
demned weak man for en to the Same row, 
tation. 0 ad 3 | n ro tl 209 #51: 60 
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* 1 SHALL . offer . a 9 1 remarks. on he 
nature and effects of Prophecy; and in doing 80 

I mean to rid myself of the necessity of being con- 
ned to the minute inspection of several books 
brought into view by you and Mr. F eier 


i In avs been taught to believe 2 prophecy the 
inspitation of the will of Gop relative to the dis- 
pozal'« of future events, and intended to instruct 

and prepare the MeV for the occurrence of such 
pre IF it be designed for benefit, or to ope- 
* zate as ppnishment,,it'should be so rendered as to 
be intelligible to the meanest eapayity. As a be- 
nefit, it might, afford, a reward: to. virtuqus perse- 
verance; if intended to inflict punishment, it 
gught then to be wot, explicit to answer the end 


proposed Reformatign, „„The allegory and mys- 


tery of the scriꝑture- prophecies do not comport 
with the wisdom and goodness of an intelligent 
Being. If they had been communicated by the 


* rand ee be. would hays adapted them 
PRIOR OE, rH 
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to the capacities wherewith he hath endowed his 
creatures. Simplicity, perspicuity, and accuracy, 


are best calculated to produce an effect on com- 


mon sense and common honesty. To guard 
against the pernicious combat of prejudice, par- 
tialſty, interest, and ignorance, with reason, jus- 
tice, integrity, and truth, ideas should be conveyed 
in such clear and definite terms as to admit of no 
misconstruction, and with a precision and stability 
which alone appertain to the Deity: for it is not 
to be supposed that he would amuse himself with 
idly puzzling and distracting the human mind. In 
the christian church the want of discipline and 


learning were supplied by the presumption of 


prophets, called without regard to age, sex, or 
conqition, = | 1 1 


mi bor it requires a chrivian Faith," 8ays 4 
learned author, to believe that the evangelical 


prophet  1saiah, 30 long before the empire of the * 


Medes, prophesied of Cyrus by name, but by 
name knew not of Ferusz nor of the religion that 
came by him. The prophecies of Cyrus were 


plain and literal, and those of u congst'of 


forced allegories and mystical figures. The 


395th, and 39th chapters of Isaiah are almost word | 
for word the same as the 2 Kings xviii, ix, and 


xx. Wes the prophet the same as the historian? 
If so, to foretel and to fulfil was easy: if not; 


rug must have been some blundering or borroẽW . 
D 3 ing. 
e 


C143 1 


ing. , Iff borrowing, it may have been to accom- 
modate fat̃ts to prophecies or prophecies tofacts: 
i blundering, there is no knowing how these 
writings have been managed, consequently there 
is the legs reason to depend on their being correct 
and genuine. Tis certain that the historian by 
his spirit was a prophet, or one of that party, and 
guilty of error and partiality, which makes a bad 
historian a suspicious prophet. There can be no 
greater proof against the genuineness or authen- 
ticity of any writing, than that its intrinsic purity 
and consistent harmony are wanting. Such 
stand self- condemned, and need no other evidence 
against their own. n and n. than their 


99 = 
contents.“ * 3 1 $ \ {4 4 564 0 N n +.# 0 Shqo' 


Tus Jewish prophets appear to have been 
the instigators- and promoters of many factions 
and rebellions in Judea, and to have caused more 
* calainities. than they cured, and for that reason 
were put to death. I presume they did not ex- 
pect such wages for their work when they took 
up ther calling. Those that think themselves 
Ambassadors are generally very proud and 
1 ee which sometimes brings them to the 
tree or the block. Whether does it argue more 
the wickedness of the people that put the prophets 
to death, or the weakness of the power they 
- geryed in protecting its sexvants no better which, 


da said to be more than human, yet, when 
put 


ks. 
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put to the test, fell under it? Where then, is 
the proof of it? Does it not rather prove that the 
very thing, viz. a guper natural power, which they 
made the most pretensions to, they were least 


possessed of? It seems unaccountable, that, if a 


Supernatural power guided them, it should not 
protect them; or that a good master should take 
no more care of his peculiar servants. Does an 
artificer, when he has done a piece of wary von 


his tools A 


44 1½ predicting prophets are any beneßt 5 to A 
nation, why have we none? We.have enthusiasts 
enough. Is the age not wicked enough? That i is 
well. Is it too wicked? They are the more 


wanted. The twice-born 77 Bitgfield, and his fol- 


lowers, who. had large effusions of the Spirit, i in 
conceit at least, knew nothing of futurity, nor 
even the truth of things past which they them- 
selves believed. They fancied they had some- 
thing within them which made a mighty stir, but 
they made a mighty stir about nothing. Has this 
prophetic spirit so ill defended his servants for- 
merly, that nobody dares to enlist into his service 
now? Now they may prophesy safe enough, if 
they can do any good, or say any truth that it will 


be serviceable to foreknow. The truth is, this is - 


a nas ge. knowledge is destructive of super- 
stition, Which therefore priests call an infidel age ; 


and prophets cannot stand the shrift of these days, 
fearing 


1 
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* unbelieving eyes should see through them. 
Now they may come with freedom, they come not 
at all; for freedom begets enquiry and produces 
knowledge. Once there were laws against crimes 
that no person ever did or could commit, and 
many suffered death in Old and New England for 
doing what could not be done : but now the law 
for the punishment of witches, wizards, and con- 
jurors, is annulled, and the devil is defied to do 
his worst, he can do nothing at all! There is no 
fortune-telling regarded, but by the most silly de- 
huded people, who want a wise education, and, 
being young, are unexperienced. No prophecies 
are uttered, no wonders are wrought in our days. 
What extraordinary artist, mathematician, lawyer, 
or physician, makes any vain pretensions to a pro- 
phetic spirit, or idly spends his golden time to set 
forth or interpret prophecies ? The wise men of 
the world are not carried away by the gales of the 
spirit: it may blow where it lists for them; for 
they are not tossed about with every wiigpt doc- 
tripe or blast of prophecy. Does it ever appear 
that the spirit which makes fools its favourites, 
ever makes them wise? I think that those 
among us who have pretended by extraordinary 
inspiration to be adopted into the Lord's privy 
council, are generally men of more extraordinary 
passions than endowments; and when it happens 
otherwise, their parts are very ill applied: but, 
* sinee the French Prophets, there have 
| | been 


been among us ns fools great enough to r- 
| nee I? Rot 3201-751 14 


Gon e. common notion is ; that nher de- 
pends not upon the faculties of the prophets, but 
on divine inspiration only, which moves them to 
utter things according to that impulse: but the 
rabbinical notions of prophets are, that it was sci⸗ 
entifical for, there were schools where persons 
— ngelves to the gtudy and attainment 
of prophecy We read of the Schools of the 
Prophets, and we all know that a school is a place 
for 3 and learning. The ons of the pro- 
plett were the striplings in prophecy, the juniors, 
the, Scholars ; z and. prophesying signifies not only 
retelling future events (that is the hardest part) 
ut singing, preaching, and speaking something 
by a pretended or imaginary divine impulse or 
inspirstibn, whether it respects time past, pre- 
sent, or to come. But whatever spirit the pro- 
phets are conceived: to be inspired by, let it be 
observed that the spirits of the prophets were sub- 
ject to the prophets, unless. when they heard 
things unutterable, and knew not whether they 
were in the body or no; but Was: "Ty could 
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55 « The truth, is, that extraordinary inspiration 
is only some extraordinary natural gift; and; 


therefore a man may as well de an inspired mes 
. chanig, 
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hani as an inspired divine, and inspired writings 
are known by their nature aa men. are; a8 1 
read, ox should read, 2 Tim. iii. 16. All seripture 
that is given by inspiration is profitable for diftrine, for 
correction, for instruffion in rightroucnest. What is 
and what is not true is known by reason; what 
is and what is not good and proper to be done is 
known by the fitness and nature of things; and 
the degree of good or evil in action is thus 
known, — That which contributes tö che good or 
evil of the greater number, and the giving or neg- 
lecting seasonable aid in the greater need, is the 
greater good or evil. Necessities enhance tlie 
value of assistance: and as to the knowledge of 
futurity or mysteries, it is happiest not to desire 
any thing that is out of our power to ner as all 
prophetic knowledge 3 5 


Axtonc the bulk of akin hives are $acred 
because they are secret. Antiquity commands 
veneration, though it be the main source of im- 
position, the proliſie parent of enthusiasm, super - 
stition, and bigotry. The progress of Philosophy, 
Since it escaped the barriers of Devotion, has 
however promoted the freedom of enquiry; and, 
while the arcanum of hypocritical piety. and chi- 
merical theology has been explored by the philan- 
thropic, the laws of nature have been promulged 
by the learned. A Newton, exploring the track 
by i in the expanse of ether, has been SUC= 

| ceeded 
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cceded by a Franklin, whose daring genius uspired 


to rob the thunder of its rage, and divert the 


forked lightning from its dangerous cours Th 
though wrapped in prophecy, in miracle, and i 
mystery, the vile imposture, unable any longer to 
hold omnipotent wisdom subservient to its will, 
or to dispose of nature's elements to petrify the 
weak unconscious mind with fear, is left uncos 
yered to the face'of day, Thedungeon gloom of 
an unsalutary gospel is dissipating, and the meri- 
dian of nature irradiated by the virgin ray of 
truth. The divine legation of a daring Hebrew, 
the crucifixion of a carpenter, with a catalogue of 
silly prophets, pilfering priests, and daring usurp⸗ 
ers, at once the dread and admiration of the ig- 
norant, shall cęase to disturb the l and dis- 


quiet the od. 


ä Tux works are the words of the Gon of nature; 
He needs no hireling pulpit babbler to ex- 
pound his will, no lazy priest to curse his crea- 
tures. He wills, and nature must obey. The 
religions established by the sword of Mover, Cyrus, 
Theceus, Romivlus, and Mohammed, shall ere long 
be consigned to the merited abyss of © oblivion, 


The go, ooo deities of Heriod, the Zendavesta of 


Zoroarter, — by seventy hostile 
sects, have long since been neglected, or only 
served to display the erudition of an elaborate his- 
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torian, I do not wish to predict; but in my * 
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Lexpect to see the bible converted to an ve 
Worthy of its 1 4 tert. 1 ui 
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Tr pressure of my "anacatian cape me 
from continuing this letter, Perhaps it would not 
have been handed to the world, had I not had an 
opportunity of committing it to press by single 
paragraphs, Written at intervals of leisure. This 
precipitancy may account for its imperfections, 
Though perhaps, not sufficiently connected, its 
truths are not the less worthy of attention. At a 
future period I intend to offer a more systematic 
exposure of the pernicious errors imposed on the 
N credulous, * 


Ir may be necessary to observe that the senti- 
ments contained in this essay, relative to theJews, 
are only applicable to their ancient progenitors. 
I haye the pleasure to acknowiedge an intimacy 
with some ol that t persuasjon whom I esteem, as 
1 haye found them liberal, honest, industrious, 
and, benevolent ; and in every respect superior to 
the characters 'of some piaus christians, whose 
manners are unsocial, whose dispositions are 
metcenary, and whose general conduRt 3 18 e 


{ling and odious, | 9 N 8 49 Po: 
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